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FADE | N:

The Broadrick's are going out of town for the weekend. They
need sonmeone to | ook after their mansion while their gone.
Soneone dependabl e, someone unknow ng as to what happened to
the | ast house sitter. Stella Al bright was just term nated
from her job and needs the noney and has been chosen for the
position of house sitter. She accepted the job after her
best friend agreed to acconpany her but sonethi ng unexpected
cane up at the last mnute and her friend is not avail able
but assured her that she is just a phone call away. Stella
fulfils the agreement first by preoccupying herself by
listening to talk radio. Tonights talk show is different
fromthe rest. The radio host interviews a woman who's recent
death of her sister somehow replicates Stella' s experience
whil e house sitting. Listening to the caller tell her story
paral yses Stella and the intensity increases when strange
visitors knock on the door in need of help. One can only

i mgi ne, the suspense when you're all alone in a strange
house with people you don't know and the one who scares you
nost is 'The Stranger Wthin'.

ACT ONE
SCENE ONE

I NT. THE BROADRI CK HOUSE - STUDY - NI GHT

It's a storny night, lightening and thunder canvas the sound
of the city down the hill

CREDI TS ROLL agai nst the back wall as the BUTLER Benson (Adult
African Anerican male in his late fifties) is tiding up the
study. His domneer is as if it's his last day on the job.

W see | uggage packed and readi ed by the door. Sheets cover
nost of the furniture and pictures on the walls.

SFX: SOUND OF CAR APPROACHI NG
Benson takes two crystal gl asses and pours brandy.
Darran and Susan Broadrick enter the study drenching wet.
DARRI N
Thank you Benson, you al ways seem
to know exactly what we need. Turn
on the radio let's hear the weather
report.
Benson goes to an old radio and turns the knobs.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

SFX: RADI O TUNNI NG

NEWS CASTOR (O S.)
The body of a young worman has been
found near the bridge of Platoma
Lake. The body has been identified
as Angel a Sanchez a waitress at
t he Round- The- Town restaurant.
Pol i ce say she was not married and
had no next of kin to be notified
but evidence | eads themto suspect
foul play. Coroner's office reports
several internal parts of her body
were mssing. The notive is not
clear but investigators say that
this was a pre-cal cul ated nurder.
At | east two peopl e corroborated
in the killing of Angela Sanchez
but with no witnesses or suspects
her death is now classified as
just another statistic. In other
news tonight...

DARRAN
I s somet hing wong dear?

SUSAN
They found the body.

DARRAN
Sonet i mes things happen.

SUSAN
You said there was no way anyone
could find it. No famly, no one
to give her a decent burial.
They' Il never find the body or who
killed her.

DARRAN
Thi ngs don't always work as pl anned.
SUSAN
What about the work we just planned?
DARRAN
It will work, |I've gone over and
over it.
SUSAN

Shoul dn't our house sitters have
been here by now?

( CONTI NUED)
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(2)

DARRAN
|"msure she's on her way. | can't
i magi ne anyone being on time on a
night like this.

SUSAN
| thought you said there would be
two this tine.

DARRAN
Sonet hi ng came up and one of the
girls can't make it.

SUSAN
What do we really know about this
girl anyway?

DARRAN
I had Benson run a background check
on her. Can't be too careful these
days, she's nore than qualified.

SUSAN
Qual i fied how?

DARRAN
She graduated from col | ege, was
just laid off fromher job and
needs noney to pay for student
| oans so she answered our add.

SUSAN
That qualifies the Boston Strangl er
for that matter

DARRAN
She has no children, hasn't seen
her foster parents in years | doubt
if there is anybody worried about
her being out on a nessy night
i ke tonight.

SUSAN
She has a friend!

DARRAN
Yes - Somet hi ng unexpected cane up
and Stella will be house sitting
all alone |I guarantee.

SUSAN
Stella haua! |s she pretty?

( CONTI NUED)
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(3)

DARRAN
What! Where did that cone fronf

SUSAN
You told ne | was pretty before
you swept me off of ny feet. Cone
to think of it - the last girl was
pretty.

DARRAN
Susan - you're the nost beauti ful
girl inthe world. |If you were
any nore beautiful 1'd have to put

ny scal pel to ya so that no other
man woul d ever want you and | could
have you all to nyself.

SUSAN
You know |I' m ki ddi ng, Doct or
Broadrick. | just want to be sure
this time Darran. The | ast wonan
we hired... the one noonlighting
as a waitress, well, things didn't
work out so well.

DARRAN
W made a | ot of noney off of that
one.

SUSAN
But still, you had to do a | ot of
tal king to get us out of that
predi canment .

DARRAN
That was an unforeseen deci sion we
had to make at the |ast m nute.
There's only one way to tell who's
right and who's wong in life.
You have to...

SUSAN

Have an unforeseen acci dent?
DARRAN

G ve people a chance to nake a

m st ake.
SUSAN

Wll - we do need the noney | hope

all our planning pays off.
MORE

( CONTI NUED)
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(4)

SUSAN ( CONT' D)
I"mrather going to enjoy getting
away from the mundane everyday
life and into sonething we really
enj oy doi ng.

SFX KNOCK AT THE DOOR

DARRAN
There you see, just as planned.

Darran goes to answer.

STELLA
Hello sir, would you be M.
Broadri ck?

DARRAN
Wiy yes! You nust be Stella.
Cone in please - and call e Darran.
Honey - our house guest is here.

SUSAN
Be right there.

DARRAN
W were beginning to worry about
you. Not that we didn't think
you'd conme it's just the weather
and al | .

STELLA
The roads were so bad and the phone
reception is terrible up here. |
did try to call.

Susan enters the room

SUSAN
So glad you made it in one piece.
I'"m Susan -Darran's wife of 23
years. Nothing could ever cone
bet ween us no matter how hard you
try!

DARRAN
Susan!

SUSAN
And this is Benson our care taker
who is being forced to escape to
anywhere but here.

( CONTI NUED)
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DARRAN
Normal | y Benson woul d be staying
here while we're gone but you are
his excuse for a well deserved
clearing of his m nd.

STELLA
So nice to neet you, both of you
all of you..

DARRAN
Sorry we spoiled your weekend havi ng
you reside in the dreariest place
on the hill. Wather forecast
says it's going to be like this
for the next few days.

STELLA
Wll it's that tine of the year -
rain, flood.

FX LI GHTNI NG

SUSAN
Li ght ning - Thunder!

SFX THUNDER

DARRAN
Listen we'd better skedaddle, this
weat her has no nercy on pl ane
schedul es.

Stella notices the plane tickets at the edge of the desk.
She hands themto Darran.

STELLA
Can't get to far w thout these!
Hawaii WOW That's a change in
t he weat her.

DARRAN
See honey, very observant, we got
the right girl for the job. Benson
will be here for alittle while
he's waiting for his ride. 1'm
sure he wouldn't m nd hel ping you
find your way around alt hough
there's nothing too significant
about this place to |learn, except
the right door to escape.

( CONTI NUED)
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SUSAN
Darran! - Don't let himscare you,
there's plenty of interesting things
to keep you occupied in this old
house. Especially in the kitchen,
there's a whole refrigerator of
food just waiting to entertain
you.

SFX CAR HORN

DARRAN
That's our cue, our nei ghbour down
the hill is dropping us off at the
airport.

STELLA

You two just enjoy your selves and
don't worry about a thing.

The Broadricks exit the door yelling as they exit.

SUSAN
(yel l'ing)
Enmer gency phone nunbers are on the
counter. The phone systemis on
satellite in case of power failure.
It would take an act of God for
t he phone not to work.

DARRAN
(yel l'ing)

There a generator in the garage it
will come on automatically should
t hings get drastic, it should | ast
a coupl e of hours, enough tinme to
chop a few chairs up to nake a
nice warmfire.

SFX CAR HORN

SUSAN
He's kidding. About the chairs
that is. Benson nmake sure the
generator is topped off with gas
bef ore you | eave.

Stella closes the door behind them She |ooks for ways to
prove her credibility to Benson by straighteni ng books,
dusting, straightening a picture. Lightning ignites the
room whi | e Benson | ooks on.



ACT ONE
SCENE TWO

Stella attenpts to get confortable and start a conversation
wi th Benson.

STELLA
So - are there any hidden
passageways, revolving doors or
underground tunnels | should know
about ?

Benson just stairs.

STELLA (CONT' D)
You don't have very nuch to say do
you? M dad never said much, well
he wasn't ny real dad. He would
say "A wise man keeps his nmouth
shut while others think hima fool,
a fool opens his nouth and renoves

all doubt'. | think that's what
it says, fromthe book of Proverbs
you know.

Benson gets up and approaches Stell a.

BENSON

"Il go check the generator.
STELLA

Aha - is there a Tel evision?
BENSON

In the living room 1'Il show you

when | return. Until then
Benson wal ks over to the Radio and turns it on.

After Benson | eaves Stella keeps changi ng the channel s but
because everything is about nurder she decides not to listen
any | onger.

NEWS CASTOR
Anot her tragic death tonight due
to the storm

NEWS CASTOR ( CONT' D)
The body has yet to be found.

( CONTI NUED)
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NEWS CASTOR ( CONT' D)
The coroner is holding the
schedul ing of the funeral until
all body parts can be found.

The at nosphere of the roomis very unconfortable and Stella
is startled when Benson returns.

BENSON
The generator should give you no
problem There's enough fuel to
last a few hours but only the |ights
in the kitchen and |iving room
will operate should the power fail.

STELLA
Maybe you woul dn't m nd showi ng ne
around. Just pretend we're at the
Hurst's Castle and all your friends
are here and you are the tour guide.

BENSON
Tour Guide - welcone to Hurst
Castle, |l adies and gentlenmen pl ease
foll ow ne.

Benson gathers all people in the room and begins the tour.

The wal k begins fromthe study into the hallway. Pictures
of previous owners are displayed on the walls. Faces of
t hose who have passed on.

BENSON ( CONT' D)
The Broderick Estate was once the
resi dence of very prom nent
professors in the nmedical field.
Dr. Henry Fassett and his wfe
were the presiding residents. M.
Broderick and his wife were friends
and given sol e ownership of the
property after the Fassetts perished
in an unfortunate accident. It
seens their bodies were diss...

The hal | way seem endl ess as the guests are escorted into the
mai n di nni ng ar ea.

BENSON ( CONT' D)

You are now entering the main dining
quarters. Please be seated!

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  (2)

The guests are seated and Stella and Benson take the stage.
Mai ds and butlers escort guests to their tables.

Entering the kitchen Stella | ooks into the refrigerator.
It's ingulfed with food.

BENSON ( CONT' D)
Kitchen, Dining Hall, living room
Pantry beyond the door.

STELLA
Can you take ne back there?

SFX: CAR HORN HONKS

BENSON
You shoul d have no problem tine
for nme to go!

STELLA
Well we all gotta go sone tine!

Benson hands her a piece of paper.

BENSON
I f you should need. Phone nunber
to the nearest nei ghbour.

STELLA
Well if | should need, | shall

Benson wal ks out of the the kitchen, and out of sight.
SFX: CAR PULLS OFF

Lightning flashes, Stella feels the desire to call her friend.
She goes to the couch, turns on the T.V. and dials.

SFX PHONE DI ALI NG RI NG NG AND ANSVEER

YOLANDA (V. Q)
Sonet hi ng about the |ightning al ways
sends ny friend a-calling.

STELLA
Just wanted to | et you know I nade
it all right. Are you still busy,
it's not too late to join nme. |
have a whole refrigerator all to
nysel f .

( CONTI NUED)
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YOLANDA
Stella - there is nothing to be
afraid of. It will all be over by
nor ni ng.

STELLA
You coul d bring your friend here
and | coul d chaperon.

YOLANDA
Stella... | would love to keep you
conpany but. ..

STELLA
| understand, | have to share ny
best friend with Sir Lancel ot
t oni ght .

YOLANDA
Listen - | could cone up with a
good excuse and he coul d..

STELLA
No, no - I'"'msorry it's not fair
for me to ask you to do that just
for nme. | was just...

SFX:  THUNDER

FX LI GHTNI NG

Li ght ni ng spl ashes against Stella's face.

STELLA (CONT' D)
Listen | got plenty things to do
around here, you guys just, have a
good tine.

YOLANDA
Stella! | feel like I'"ve really
| et you down, not being able to
keep ny word toni ght. \Wat about
Conni e, why don't you give her a
call..

STELLA
(fake hunour)
She's out of town. |1'Il call you
t oror r ow.

( CONTI NUED)

11.
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YOLANDA
Qut... wait a mnute, you called
Conni e, before you called ne. Cho
so that's the bul k of our
friendship, you called her first!
Just how does she fair. And when
did she ever do anything for you?
I"mthe one who was al ways there
when you needed a friend. It's
i ke that aha?

Yol anda' s voi ce fades out as Stella hangs up the phone.

Contenplating - Stella goes to the kitchen.

12.



ACT ONE
SCENE THREE

INT. KITCHEN - SINK - N GHT

Stella observes dirty dishes in the sink,
to wash them After pouring the soap, Stella notices a
portabl e radio and checks it for batteries.
tal k show.

a | ocal

ROD
Stornmy weather tonight as if you
didn't know. Your listening to
WKMtal k radio where we tal k about
anyt hing and everything on the
East Coast. And you're on the air
with Rod Bruster and who am |
speaking to feathering the storm
t oni ght ?

HELEN (V.Q)
H Rod - thank you for taking ny
call. M nane is Hel en Anthony.

Sone strange things are going on
inny life lately and this storm
doesn't help matters nuch. | just
don't know where to start.

ROD
How about starting fromthe
begi nni ng, when did these - strange
things start to happen?

HELEN (V.QO)
Actually ny sister was brutally
murdered during a stormjust |ike
this one tonight, and every tine
it rains I...

Hel en brakes down in tears over the phone.

ROD
Hel en, are you all right? Listen
maybe that's not a good subject to
di scuss toni ght naybe we shoul d
nove on to...

HELEN (V.Q)
No - noit's all right.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)

13.

she runs the water

She tunes-in to
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HELEN (V.QO ) (CONT' D)
My doctor says | should tal k things
through, it's like therapy. It
I

Wi rid me of the painful nenories.
ROD
Okay - if it nakes you feel better.

HELEN (V.QO)
I was the last one ny sister talked
to just before she died. To this
day | don't know why she choose to
call nme instead of 911, naybe she'd
be alive today if only...

ROD
It's okay, it's okay. What
happened?

HEL EN
| tried so many tinmes to get her
to hang up and call 911 but she
woul dn't |isten. She prom sed
t hat she would call an anbul ance. ..
if I would just listen to her tel
me about how she was attacked.

RCD
At t acked?

HEL EN
Is that weird or what? Here she
is dying and telling ne what
happened i nstead of calling for
hel p.

ROD
You | oved her very nmuch and |'m
sure she's | ooking down on us from
a happi er place.

HELEN (V.QO)
Yes - | believe you're right.
ROD

Did they - did they ever find the
killer.

HELEN (V.Q)
No - never, but police said he was
probably soneone she just net stil
a stranger to her!

( CONTI NUED)

14.
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CONTI NUED:  (2)

ROD
Yet they know it was a he.

HELEN (V.QO)
According to the autopsy. Sone
sort of tool had been used but it
was definitely by the strength of
a man.

ROD
I"msorry Helen | didn't nean to..

HELEN (V.Q)
It was a stornmy night, just |ike
tonight. About three nonths ago.
Rosslyn - ny sister - was in her
ki tchen washi ng the dishes.

A bolt of lightening ignites the kitchen. Stella slows down
the washing to listen. The radi o goes dead.

Stella goes to the T.V. and turns it on.



ACT ONE
SCENE FOUR

INT. CAR - ROAD - NIGHT - VIDEO

This is a black & white tel evision novie with Darran and
Susan pl aying characters fromthe 1920s. Darran and Susan

are on their way out of town to the airport.

Stell a never

sets her eyes on the screen and continues to wash

JASM NE
Al set?

DARRAN

Yes Jasnmine. W really appreciate

this. There's no way we could

have driven out of town in weather

like this.
JASM NE
My pleasure. Not that it matters
much but... sanme fee as |last tinme?
DARRI N

Absol utely but you have to

under stand, one of the participants
dropped out of the equation. There

is only one person in the house
not two.

JASM NE

That's not nmy fault, the agreenent
was as long as | do ny part | get

paid the sane no matter how many
bodies. | don't care if...

DARRI N

Al right, all right! You'll get

your noney.
(to Susan)

So, what do you think of our little

house guest now?

SUSAN

She's perfect. And you say no one

will be |ooking for her.

DARRI N

She is on her own, we have her al

t o oursel ves.

( CONTI NUED)

16.
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SUSAN
How do you do it? Find these people
who exi st one day and when they
are gone the next, it's al nost
like they don't exist. Nobody
cares about them

DARRI N
It's a gift my dear a gift. Though
| must admit there is a matter of
skill involved in finding subjects
to becone victins to your hungry
l[ittle body parts tape worm

SUSAN
Pl ease! M hunger isn't any
different than yours. Tell me you
don't agree to what's on the nmenu
tonight. That sonetines for a
person to escape the pains of
l[ife... it would be a blessing if
soneone el se intervened. And hel ped
to rid themof the pain and
suf fering caused by society or
| ack there of. Wen you think
about it we're actually hel ping
soci ety see - everyone is worth
sonet hi ng.

DARRI N
| didn't say | disagreed |I'mjust
sayi ng that every tinme we take
soneone out of their msery it
brings us closer to extinguishing
our own |ivelihood.

SUSAN
How so dear?
DARRI N
Wll - 1I'msaying that eventual ly

things catch up with you. One day
soneone is going to find out about
us and then we becone victinms of
our own dem se. One day we're
going to nmake a mistake. One day
maybe even tonight with our new
house keeper..

SUSAN
Honey!
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)

17.
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One fi nal

(2)

SUSAN ( CONT' D)
W are not alone, there are very
ri ch peopl e behind what we do and
bel i eve ne they don't want to go
down either. But sone things have
to be done for the sake of -
Humanity. Besides, everyone's
already in place right?

DARRI N
Ri ght!

SUSAN
Ready to nake their nobve on our
conmand and at the precise nonent
right?

DARRI N

Ri ght!
SUSAN

Soooo. .. What's the probl enf
DARRI N

| just have one question.
SUSAN

| give!
DARRI N

Are you really ready? Ready to
get started, there is no turning
back you know.

JASM NE
We're alnost their, no turning
back now.

SUSAN

Absol utely! Full speed ahead.
gl ance at each other.

DARRI N
What do you say we work this one
fromthe seller. The attic was so
cold the last tine. Good for the
dead but | could hardly work ny
surgery magic with ny fingers
frozen.

( CONTI NUED)
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SUSAN
The last victimnever knew what
hit her, | have a feeling this one

won't be nuch different. Your
little fingers will soon be warm
and toasty. By the way | w sh
you' d stop using the sane old pl ane
tickets to Hawaii over and over
agai n.

Susan tears up the tickets

SUSAN ( CONT' D)
How about you fake sone tickets to
Spai n next tine?

DARRI N
Any where you |ike ny dear, any
where you |ike.

19.
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ACT TWO
SCENE ONE

4 INT. KITCHEN - N GHT

HELEN (V.QO)
Roslyn... My sister, was only 25
years ol d when she died. Young
and beautiful - with great
aspirations to be a |l awer. She
said while she was washi ng di shes
she thought she saw sonething in
t he backyard. An inmage of a nman
wal ki ng ar ound.

SFX THE | MAGE OF A MAN MOVES ACROSS THE BACKYARD FENCE

Stella cuts herself in the sink and begins to wap it.

ROD
She didn't think to call the police
t hen.

HEL EN

Rossl yn never was one to take
initiative. Sonmehow she nmanaged
to cut herself in the sink.

HELEN ( CONT' D)
She told ne she becane so
frightened. She stopped washing
the dishes to tend to her wound.

SFX: LI GHTNI NG AND THUNDER CUT PONER TO THE RADI O
Stella turns off the radio and searches for a first aid kit

in the cupboards. After finding a bandage she goes to the
[iving room



21.

SCENE TWO
ACT ONE

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - NI GHT

Turning on the television Stella attenpts to find a conforting
station. Every station has to do with nmurder, killing, or
nonsters. She is startled by the door bell.

SFX DOCR BELL

Stella gets up to answer, but not before grabbing a knife
fromits hol der.

SFX: DOOR BELL/ KNOCK

I NT. LOBBY - FRONT DOOR - N GHT

Stella goes to the door, she peeks through the peep hole.
There is a man dressed in a construction uniform Stella
tal ks through the door.

STELLA
May | hel p you?

THE KNI FE I N STELLA' S HAND BEHI ND THE DOOR

M KE
Hello Mame, |'mso sorry for the
intrusion. M name is M ke
Randol ph, I'ma private contractor

for the B & D Power Conpany. The
City is alittle bogged down tonight
so they' ve asked nme to help out.

" mworking on a power outage in
your nei ghbourhood | noticed that
your house is one of the few wth
power still working. 1'mgoing to
be running sone tests so don't be
alarmed if your power goes out for
a nonent .

STELLA
My power! Why do you have to work
on ny power?

( CONTI NUED)
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M ke wal ks away,

M KE
Vell |I'mnot working on your power
it's just that all the other grids
have failed and you - your grid
may be next. 1'll check with you
alittle later Ms. Broderick,
that is if it's okay with your
husband.

STELLA
That will be fine.

M KE
Wuld it be better If | spoke with
the man of the house.

STELLA
That won't be necessary either one
of us can nake the deci sion.

M KE
Very well, sorry to have bot hered
you - have a good night.

to the Living room

Stella rests against the door.

22.

She returns



ACT TWO
SCENE TWO

She places the knife back to it's hol der and decides to
conpl ete the job of washing the dishes. Once again Stella

turns on the radio for conpany.

HELEN (V.Q)
The police asked if | knew of anyone
who might want to kill her.
told themthat she didn't have an
enenmy in this world. But | always
wonder ed about, that man who cl ai ned
to be a Public Service Wrker.
After all he did tell her he would
return | ater.

23.

Stella stops what she is doing and backs away fromthe radio.

HELEN (V. O.) (CONT' D)
If only ny sister had never went
to the door that second tine. She
may still be alive today. |[|'ll
tell you what | think. Wen that
door bell rang the second tine.
The City worker man had gone to
his truck to get a weapon. He's
the one who turned the |ights out.
But my sister was smart and had
flashlights all over the place.
She even had extra batteries. |
know he killed her. Once she |et
himin the house he took away from
me the nost wonderful person in
the world. He canme up with al
t hese excuses to get in, if only
she had not opened the door, not
opened the door.

Suddenly the doorbell rings, then all the lights go out.

SFX DOCR BELL
FX LIGHTS OUT

Stella grabs a flashlight and once again renoves the knife
fromit's holder. She cautiously heads for the door.
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24.

ACT TWO
SCENE THREE

I NT. LOBBY - FRONT DOOR - N GHT

Stella peeks in the hole, she sees the power man has returned.

STELLA
What are you doi ng back here?

M KE
It's me again maim Mke - from
t he power conpany. | see your

lights went out.

STELLA
| got flash lights - and enough
batteries to last nme a year so go

awnay.

M KE
Vell - we wouldn't want you to use
up your batteries Maim | think

|"ve al nost got the problem sol ved.
| just need to check your circuit

br eakers.
Wth the radio still on in the kitchen we can still HEAR the
conversation goi ng on
HELEN (V. Q.)
He tried to do everything he could

to get in.

Stella now | ooking to the radio for instructions.

STELLA
Don't even think about comng in
her e.

HELEN (V. Q.)

He killed her, | know he did.

STELLA
You did it didn't you! Your the
circuit breaker killer.

M KE
I'"'mthe - what?
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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25.

M KE ( CONT' D)
ill trying to fix it Maim
need i s your..

STELLA
VWl |l your not coming in here |
know al | about you so take your
el ectric behind off my property.

SFX KNOCK AT THE DOOR

STELLA (CONT' D)
Go away or I'mcalling the police.
My phone still works ya know.

SFX KNOCK AT THE DOOR

STELLA (CONT' D)
That's it! I'mcalling the police
NOW

A strange voice replies fromthe door. It's JOSLYN VALENTI NE
African Anerican worman in her md 30s. Friendly but
nysterious at tines.

JOSLYN
That's exactly what | want you to
do but may I wait for the police
i nsi de.

STELLA
Now who are you?

JOSLYN
Narmes Joslyn, Joslyn Valentine. |
swerved to keep fromhitting a
deer, up the road a piece and ended
up in aditch. Al | need is a
towif you wouldn't mnd letting
me use your phone.

STELLA
Well... What happened to the man
who was just there?

JOSLYN
What man, you nust nmean the truck
driver. | saw a truck by your

house | started running towards it
and a man got in and drove off. |
guess | scared hi maway.

( CONTI NUED)
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SFX: THUNDER
FX: LI GHTENI NG

JOSLYN ( CONT' D)
| would sure appreciate any help
you could give ne. It's awmfully
cold out here.

STELLA
What were you doing driving around
on a night like this anyway?

JOSLYN
|'"d be glad to explain that, nmaybe
wi t hout the fear of getting struck
by I'ightening?

Stella takes a nmonment to contenplate the situation then cracks
t he door.

SFX THUNDER
FX LI GHTENI NG

STELLA
I s anyone with you?

JOSLYN
Just me and sone car keys, and
t hey are not even sharp.

Stella closes the door, renoves the security chain then
reopens it.

STELLA
(very sceptical)
Cone in. I'Il get you a towel.
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ACT TWO
SCENE FOUR

Once in the kitchen Stella starts going through drawers to
find a towel. Joslyn opens the first drawer and finds one
first. She begins to dry herself off.

STELLA ( CONT' D)
So... where were you on your way
to?

JOSLYN
A job, first night on ny new job.
Wul dn't you know it. As hard as
things are today | get fired from
ny first real job. | was just
getting off probation.

STELLA
|"msure they' d understand, in
weat her like this. | wouldn't be

surprised if your new job hasn't
cl osed for the night.

JOSLYN
| sure hope so.
STELLA
Where is the new job?
JOSLYN
Aha... let's see..

Joslyn pulls a wet piece of paper fromher pocket and attenpts
to read.

JOSLYN ( CONT' D)
The- Round. .. sonething restaurant.
Round table... Round...

STELLA
Round- About - Caf e.

JOSLYN
Yeah! You know the place?

STELLA

| heard about it while I was driving
up the nountain tonight.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOSLYN
You got anythi ng war nf

STELLA
What ?

JOSLYN
To drink - you got anything warm
to drink. | amfreezing inside
and out.

STELLA
O course.

Stella starts | ooking through the cupboards.

STELLA ( CONT' D)
I"'mafraid | am new around here
too. Tonight is ny first day on
t he j ob.

JOSLYN
Lucky for you, you made it here.
What did you hear?

STELLA
What did | hear?

JOSLYN
About ny new job, you said you
heard about The- Round about - cafe
on the radio.

STELLA
| heard a terrible thing happened
to one of the workers.

JOSLYN
They found her body al ready?

STELLA
How did you know it was a wonan's
body?

JOSLYN
Oh 50/ 50 guess. | have to admt,
it is rather eerie know ng that
you're taking the place of a person
who' s been nurdered.

Stella hands Joslyn a cup of hot tea.

( CONTI NUED)
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(2)

STELLA
How di d you know where the towels
wer e?

JOSLYN
Maybe | did hear about it on the
news cast on the way up. Just
i ke you did.

STELLA
The towel s, when you first cane in
you knew exactly where they were.

JOSLYN
You obviously didn't know where
t hey were soooooo. | figured |I'd
start on the opposite side and
neet you in the mddle. Brilliant
mnds think alike. | think this

weat hers got us both junpy. Now
about getting my car fixed. My I
use your phone, | can't get any
cell service up here.

JOSLYN ( CONT' D)
You said you were going to call
the police on ne...

STELLA
Sure! It's right here. Go right
ahead. It's on satellite, never

fails.

Joslyn picks up the phone and attenpts to dial.

JOSLYN

Your kidding right? 1t's dead.
STELLA

But it worked. It was working

bef ore you cane to the door
JOSLYN

Wll it doesn't work now. | guess

it's an act of God!
STELLA

That's an interesting phrase, act
of god!

( CONTI NUED)
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JOSLYN
| use to work for an insurance
conpany. Anything weird or out of
t he ordinary happen to a client
that we didn't want to pay a claim
for, we would call it an act of
god, then it would be up to the
courts to decide. Most of the
time, we won. So... It |looks like
you're nmy new baby sitter. \What
do you say we get to know each
other and wait out the storm

The girls go into the living room They have a seat on the
couch.

STELLA
So tell nme about this new job of
yours at the Round- A-Bout.

JOSLYN
It's a job. | applied to be a
waitress. | didn't care that it

is so far away frommnmy hone. |
j ust needed a job.

STELLA
You have children?

JOSLYN
Two - boy and girl 7 and 10. Roslyn
and Jacob. M little heart throbs -
their dad was killed in Desert
Storm

STELLA
|"msorry!

JOSLYN
No need to be. He was a good man.
W did everything together, bought
our house and now I'mhaving to
struggl e to make things work.

STELLA
| under st and!

JOSLYN
So howis it that you ended up
here at the Broderick's hone?
SFX: KNOCK AT THE DOOR

( CONTI NUED)
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JOSLYN ( CONT' D)
Maybe it's someone who can help
ne.

STELLA
For such a secluded place this is
t he nost popul ar door in town.
"Il go check to see.

SFX: THUNDER/ LI GHTNI NG
The radi o cones on.

STELLA ( CONT' D)
It's been doing that all night.
Power surges.

SFX: DOOR KNOCK
Stella grabs a knife and heads for the door.
ACT TWO
SCENE FI VE
Stella | ooks through the peep hole.

HEL EN
The police report said that he
cane back again. Can you believe
that, returning to the scene of
the crine.

STELLA
What are you doi ng back here.
Soneone saw you runni ng away from
here. |I'mnot letting you in and
now you can be identified.

M KE
Ahaaa! | don't have to cone in, |
just have to...

STELLA
Have to what? Take nme out |ike
you did that |adies sister on the
radio. How did you do it anyway.
strangul ation, what - did you stick
a screw driver in that poor woman's
heart .

( CONTI NUED)
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HELEN (V. Q.)
He stood there trying to get in.
He woul d have sai d anyt hi ng!

Joslyn grabs a knife and heads for the door.

M KE

MaimIl'mjust trying to do ny job.
STELLA

You'll try anything to get in here.
M KE

Not exactly Maim- | just need

permi ssion to kill...

HEL EN
How i nsane can you inagine - a
person asking perm ssion to kil

you. \y!

STELLA
So you admit!

M KE
| want to kill the power, just for
a second. That's all, I'mjust
doi ng ny j ob.

Joslyn rai ses the knife behind Stell a.

JOSLYN
Maybe you should let himin Stella.

STELLA
It's the killer guy on the radio
posi ng as an man fromthe Power

Conpany.
JOSLYN
Wio did he kill?
STELLA
The | ady on the radio.
HELEN
| can still hear ny sister scream ng
for her life.
JOSLYN

How can she be on the radio if
she's dead?

( CONTI NUED)
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STELLA
No her sister. He killed her
sister. He want's to conme in so
he can cut the power off and kill
us. W're not going to fall for
that you electrified idiot you got
your W res crossed.

JOSLYN
OCh nmy god, and to think I was going
to try to get himto help ne.

HEL EN
The police said my sister wasn't
his only victim There had been
several others at the same tine.

M KE
If you'll just give ne perm ssion
to... listen. I1'mgoing to cal
the police if it will nmake you
feel better. I'mcalling right
now, I'lIl stand right here and
call.

JOSLYN

| suppose it's ringing?

M KE
Yes it ringing!

STELLA
You lying el ectrode! You can't
get service up here, we all ready
tried.

M KE
My phone is satallite, it can't
fail.

JOSLYN

Right Mke - we'll just see if the
police even show up. Let's let
himin, we can both take himon.

SFEX: Thunder

STELLA
You knew hi s nane.

JOSLYN
What - Did | say his nane.

( CONTI NUED)
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STELLA
Yes you sure as heck did say his
nane and | certainly don't renenber
telling you.

Stella and Joslyn square off and begin to circle each other
with knifes raised high.

JOSLYN
Didn't you tell me his nane?

STELLA
When he told nme his name you were
no where around.

JOSLYN
| told you | saw the truck earlier
It said Mkes' Electric on the
side of it.

STELLA
And anot her thing how did you know
this was the Broderw ck's hone.

JOSLYN
VHAT!

STELLA
You asked nme how did I end up to
be at the Broderw ck's house.

JOSLYN
That was an hour ago! Broderw ck
is the name on the nmail box.

M KE
Mami - the police are on their
way. They have a car on patrol
not far away.

STELLA/ JOSLYN
Yeah right!

JOSLYN
You expect us to believe that.

M KE

I"mgonna go wait in my truck.
"1l be right out side.

( CONTI NUED)

34.



CONTI NUED:  (4)

JOSLYN
So let ne guess, the cops pull up,
he kills them puts on their uniform
and we let himin and he kills us
right. O nmaybe the cops put on
his uniformand shot us with the
electric tazer?

The situation becones sonme what hunorous to both of them

STELLA
I"msorry Joslyn, it's just that
it's been such a strange night.

JOSLYN
| totally understand, you don't
have to explain but we're in this
together. Look - he's gone, what
do you say we try to find some
popcorn till the PCLICE cone.

STELLA
That sounds good. The pantry is
this way.

Joslyn and Stella exit into the pantry area. The news cast
i s heard.

STELLA (O S.) (CONT' D)
So - you really didn't know anyt hi ng
about the phone?

JOSLYN (O S.)
What phone?

STELLA (O S.)
Well - M. Broderick said the there
was no way the phone coul d go out
because it was on satellite.

SFX: M CROMVE POPPI NG CORN
SFX: LI GHTNI NG THUNDER
HEL EN
| guess ny sister thought the man
had gone. But she |et her guard

down and went to a window to get
in.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOSLYN
That snells so good! | can't wait -
you have butter
STELLA
|"msure they do - sone ware! It
taste kind of old.
JOSLYN (O S.)
| love old, that's fine with ne.
A d novies, older nen, old noney.
SFX: THUNDER

FX: LI GHTNI NG FLASHES

The radio flickers on.

RADI O ANNOUNCER
No chance of the weather letting
up any time soon. Wth roads washed
out power and phone |ines down
you' d be best to dig in and stay
where you are. More information
on the body found in Platom Lake
earlier this evening. There was
no evidence of forced entry at the
resi dence of the victim The
suspect to this hideous crine was
for whatever reason allowed into
the hone at the owners free wll.
Police are still investigating but
now have reason to believe the
Killer is soneone who thrives on
persons | eaving for vacation then
posi ng as someone who needs the
j ob of house sitting then once
inside take on the identity of the
actual owners. The suspect is
consi dered arned and extrenely
dangerous. Back to tonights talk
about town with a young | ady who
unfortunately lost her sister in a
very brutal nurder. Are you stil
there caller?

HELEN
Yes |'m here.

( CONTI NUED)
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RADI O ANNOUNCER
Wth out getting too insensitive,
What were sone of the |ast things
you renenber your sister telling
you?

STELLA
How about | take your popcorn in
t he kitchen and poor on the nelted
butterrrrrrrrrrr?

JOSLYN
Nooooooooooooo! Thank you!

HEL EN
My sister just liked to tal k about
everything. The last thing I
remenber about her was how she
| oved to make popcorn and watch
T.V. W never really saw the novie
we just tal ked all night.

The PONER flickers and the radi o shuts off.

Joslyn and Stella sit there frozen in position

Stella turns on the television and heads for the kitchen.

STELLA
You know | really need to finish
t he di shes. How about you watch
TV while | finish up

37.



ACT THREE
SCENE ONE

I NT. BRODERI CK' S SUMVER CABI N - NI GHT

The Brodricks, dressed in the 1920s arrive at their summer

cabin playing in the television set.

Susan puts her bags down and | ooks around.
fol | ows.

SUSAN
If you ask ne, this is the rea
reason | married you. scullion
nystery, | ove.

Darrin closely

DARRI N
Because we'd rather kill than go
on a real vacation?

SUSAN
No - because we kill so nuch alike.

Do you want to rest a while, |
could fix you sonething to eat.

DARRI N
(imtating Dracul a)

| want to suck your blood, that's

all the nmeal | need.

SUSAN

Do you think she knows what's going

on.

DARRI N
She hasn't a clue. That's what
makes this the perfect crine.

The Broderick's begin to unpack their bags.

SUSAN
Can body parts be traced back to
the original ower? | guess -

we' re owners of our own body parts -

aren't we?

DARRI N
Now t hat technol ogy doesn't exi st
as of yet.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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DARRI N ( CONT' D)
But it won't be |ong before soneone
figures out a way to deliver a
liver fromone body to the other.

SUSAN
Can you imagine that. Hospitals
hol ding fire sal es on peopl es body
parts. Buy two body parts and the
installation is free.

DARRI N
But wait - their's nore! |If the
eyes don't quite fit in the socket,
we'll even throw in an extra

finger,lip or tooth.

SUSAN
Silly! 1'"mso proud of you. Do
you realize how many doctors woul d
| ove to be in your shoes? Wy I
woul dn't be surprised if even your
victinms were proud to be the one.

DARRI N
The one!

SUSAN
The one chosen to die for, the
prime subject.

SFX: THUNDER/ LI GHTNI NG
SFX KNOCK AT THE DOOR

STELLA
| bet it's that electro magnetic
f ool again.

JOSLYN
"Il go with you

Stella and Joslyn head for the door with knives in hand.
The power cones on the radio.

HEL EN
If only she had not gone to the
door that last tinme. She would
still be alive today!

( CONTI NUED)

39.



CONTI NUED

(2)

DARRI N
| guess it's true about taking the
life of another human bei ng.

SUSAN
What do you nean dear?

DARRI N
It get's easier every tine.

HEL EN
If I could take her place in that
grave so she could live again
would do it. I'dkill nyself if
it meant that she could |ive again.

RADI O ANNOUNCER
Now now Hel en! You know there is
a | aw against the taking of a life.
Even if it's your own.

HEL EN
| don't care. | love ny sister
and I mss her so...

SFX: DOOR KNOCK AND BANG

OFFI CER SHI N
M ss Broderick, It's officer Shin
with the police departnment. It's
okay to open up.

JOSLYN
Ni ce touch, black man al ways wanted
to be an Asian. | bet he's even

squi nting his eyes when he changes
his voice |ike that.

HEL EN
The killer could have been anybody.

DARRI N
I"mgoing to do something |'ve
never done before darling.

SUSAN
Ummt hat sounds interesting, and
just what mght that be dear.

DARRI N
I"mgoing for the prime choice.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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DARRI N ( CONT' D)
The val ue of these body parts wll
bring us the nother |oad. Hi ghest
qual ity possi bl e, USDA approved.

SUSAN
Qur house sitter. Do it honey do
it now.

DARRI N

No ny darling, she comes |ater but
for now... the main course.

SUSAN
Darrin you can't be serious.

Darrin grabs Susan and positions her for the kill

SUSAN ( CONT' D)
Darrin, what's the matter, what
are you doing? NO Wy!

DARRI N
Got to nmake the nortgage darling.
One can live cheaper than two.

Susan backs agai nst the wall.

DARRI N ( CONT' D)
You always said |I'mthe head of
house hold, | ware the pants.

HEL EN
|'"d stick a knife straight through
his heard if | saw hi mtoday.
That el ectro mani ac pervert.

STELLA
Show us your badge, O ficer Shin

POLI CE OFFI CER
How can | show you with the door
cl osed?

JOSLYN
Put it up to the peep hole.

The girls struggle to see through the peep hole.
STELLA
You're no cop
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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STELLA (CONT' D)
| can get one of those badges out
of a cracker jack box.

OFFI CER SHI N
Listen to nme, | assure you, I'ma
police officer. One of you may be
in serious danger. W have a report
of a woman who escaped fromthe
down state mental hospital. She's
been taking over hones in the area.
Once inside she nurders the
resi dence and assunes their
identity. She maybe | eadi ng you
to believe she needed road service,
a job or to use the phone whatever
t he case you nmay be in danger

Both girls junp back and face off with knives in hand.

STELLA
I've had questions about you ever
since you cane here.

JOSLYN
And now |'ve got questions about
you agai n.

RADI O ANNOUNCER
Did you and your sister get along.

HEL EN
What are you trying to say?

RADI O ANNOUNCER
Why el se would you be calling in
toni ght unl ess you needed rel ease
from previ ous issues?

HEL EN
Way don't you come out and say it
Rod. Wy don't you ask nme if |
killed my own sister?

SUSAN
Don't do it Darrin. | love you,
you know | do.

DARRI N
And | |ove you ny darling.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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DARRI N ( CONT' D)
That's why I'mdoing this - for
us, to prove ny love. We'Ill be
t oget her forever in hell

SUSAN
Darrin PLEASE! PLEASE! Don't do
it!

OFFI CER SHI N
Qpen the door now W nean you
know har m

STELLA
We, what does she nean we?

JOSLYN
Electro fart is with her. He's
edgi ng her on. Once this door is
opened - it's all over, for both
of us.

STELLA
W need to just go! W open the
door and |l et themcone in and we
run out the back door. Let them
kill each other.

JOSLYN
(whi speri ng)
The cop and the electric killer
are in cahoots. Their not going
to kill each other

STELLA
Joslyn, just tell ne this. Your

car really did brake down didn't
it?

SUSAN
O course it did! Are you still
trying to figure out. ..

HEL EN
| killed her! Yess I killed her
and the horse she road in on! M
sister and | never got al ong.
Even when we were kids she al ways
got the best, Oh she was nonm e's
pride and joy, the cream of the
crop while me and ny little brother
got the left overs. Yes | didit.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOSLYN
You really are the house sitter
and you didn't kill the Brodericks?

STELLA
What are you tal king about? You
think I!

DARRI N
| never neant to be anything but
good to you Susan.

STELLA
You and electro mania man aren't
wor ki ng together to get nme to open
t he door for hinP

HELEN
My sister didn't have to die.
Tell me she didn't have to die.
Tell me | nade a m st ake.

ROD
Wiy didn't you call the police
i nstead of taking your own sisters
life?

JOSLYN
The cop and el ectro man aren't
really your side kicks to kill ne

and make it look like |I killed the
Br oderi cks?

RCD
Tell me the truth Hel en

HEL EN
I"ve told you the truth!

RCD
Did didn't kill your sister, your
not her killed her. Your just trying
to save the one you | ove aren't
you?

HEL EN
... I... |1 love ny nother. She
told me to do it because | was
under age.

( CONTI NUED)
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ROD
So you really want to kill your
not her !

M KE

| just need your permssion to...

STELLA/ JOSLYN
NO

The radio and tel evision turns to noi se.
Both knives go into the air to kill the cop and el ectrici an.

They open the door, Mke (the electrician) falls backwards
into the bushes. The cop draws her weapon.

STELLA
Now what perm ssion are you talking
about what! \Wsat! \What!

M KE
Perm ssion to reset your circuit
breaker. |I'mnot allowed to do

anything without the residents
per ni ssi on.

EXT. FRONT PORCH - NI GHT

M ke gets up and goes to the circuit breakers. He flips the
switch and all the Iights conme back on

STELLA
You fixed it?

M KE
Wth alittle help frommy friends.

The police officer puts her gun away. Several people cone
frombehind the wall. Yolanda is the first to speak.

YOLANDA
Happy bel ated birthday girl friend.

STELLA
Yol anda! What are you tal king about.

( CONTI NUED)
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YOLANDA
| wanted to give you a surprise
bel ated birthday party and
congratul ati ons on passi ng probation
on your new job. | was waiting
for everyone to arrive at ny house.
| knew you couldn't stand it by
yourself on a stornmy night. So we
had to end the party sooner than
we t hought.

Everybody starts filing in.

STELLA
Yol andal!

YOLANDA
Cho - Stella, nmeet Mke aha - Sir
Lancel ot, he really does work for
the city power conpany, That's why
your lights were flickering.

M KE
You really had ne with the knife
thing. Ech Ech Ech!

YOLANDA
Dom ni que, my classmate in coll ege
perform ng arts. You know her as
Joslyn, she really is a cool friend.

JOSLYN
Pl eased to neet you Stella. You
didn't mss a beat. You had me
going when | had to conme up with
all those excuses as to why | knew
so nuch about the Broderi cks.

YOLANDA
Jennifer Holly, Voice over class.
You know her as Helen the | ady on
t he radio.

HELEN
Grl 1 just love how you pay
attention to details.

YOLANDA
And of course... Benson the butler,

he doubl ed as the radi o announcer
Rod Bruster.

( CONTI NUED)
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ROD
Grl you can cut my conmercial any
time of the day.

BENSON
Happy birthday Stella, Yol anda
negl ected to nention | al so hel ped
in the cleanup of this place so it
woul d be perfect for your party.

YOLANDA
Your TV show, the nei ghbour down
the street. She provided the house
and her son provided the tel escope
to see everything you do. She's
al so officer Shin to keep you safe

at night.

OFFI CER SH N
Grl | thought I was gonna have to
bl ast the lock off to get you under
control

YOLANDA

Last but not | east, the Broderick's

Darrin and Susan enter wearing their wardrobe they wore on
t el evi si on show.

DARRI N
Tell me - howdid | | ook on the
bi g screen.

SUSAN
Happy birthday Stella |I hope this
shows you there are a | ot of people
who care and | ove you.

YOLANDA
| hope you're not mad at ne. You
just don't know how sorry | am
that | had to m ss your birthday

| ast year so, | called a few friends
up fromny acting class to
cel ebrate.

Yol anda takes Stella to the kitchen wi ndow. She points to
t he house not far away.

( CONTI NUED)

47.



48.

10  CONTINUED. (3)

YOLANDA ( CONT' D)
Grl - you were so into being scared
you didn't notice the tel escope
across the way. W could see into
t he kitchen w ndow fromthe house
down the road. That's how we knew
about the cut on your finger. The
owners of this place were nice
enough to play along. W got a
good deal for two nights rental.
They are going to tear it down and
build a freeway. How is your finger
anyway, that was a nasty cut but
Richard's wiring to the radi o worked
it right into play. By the way -
your job - getting fired.

STELLA
Pl ease don't!
YOLANDA
Yeah! |t added a nice touch to

you |l ooking for work. Just don't
forget to report back on Monday.
Congrat ul ati ons on passing
probation. There's just one nore
t hi ng.

STELLA
| don't think I can take anynore,
need | ask - WHAT?

YOLANDA

Music up, all cast brings the guests on the stage for dancing,
singing food and fun.

THE END
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